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Executive Director’s Column, Sharon Keaton

The election season is now behind us and here in Virginia 
there’s a new set of rules to play by and a new cast of 
characters to dance with, so to say.  It is my understanding 
there will be no amending bills once they are submitted for 
consideration.  The amendment option has been a useful tool 
for us in the past.  Bill language must be tight first time out the 
gate, meaning early preparation will be more important that 
ever.  
There were not as many seat changes in the general assembly 
as we might have hoped for; but we have the chance now to 
work with some newly elected, motorcyclist-friendly 
representatives.

COME TO RICHMOND!!!  REPRESENT!!!
On January 16, 2012, it will be time for “All hands on deck!”  
Let’s DECK THE HALLS OF RICHMOND with leather, and 
create a strong biker presence.  We all work together to make it 
easy for new-comers trying to understand and follow what’s 
going on at the capitol.   “Just show up and look like a biker,” it’s 
ok, there are seasoned riders who will do the talking if you are 
not comfortable discussing pending legislation with your 
legislators yet.  
The attendance of motorcyclists’ rights activists is important to 
give credence to our representatives who work hard and speak 
out on our behalf.  Bill patrons, and all elected officials, need to 
know that we are paying attention to the laws affecting 
motorcycle riding in Virginia.
Lobby Day and pre-lobby day conference information is 
available on our website ABATEVA.org.

The Board agreed to some changes at the September meeting.  
Beginning in 2012, we will meet 4 times a year; we have been 
meeting every two months.  My hopes are that Legislative, 
Membership, and/or Business meetings can be called together 
in between gatherings of the Board as a whole.  These topic-
specific meetings can take place in any town where there is a 

group of interested members with ideas.  I encourage all to step 
forward and talk to your chapter director, or contact me, if you 
would like to be part of a group tackling any of these ongoing 
issues.

I have received by mail a few requests from members who wish 
to continue receiving the “Freewheelin” publication by mail and I 
promise we will honor all requests.  
Please submit your current email address to Joe Wagner, your 
chapter director, or to me so that an accurate email group list 
can be created.  The goal is to notify all when the newsletter is 
available for viewing on the website.  Communications will be 
private; your email address will not be shared with anyone.  
Only the directors keeping the list updated and sending notices 
will have access.  Notifications will not show your address to 
others; we are aware of the importance of protecting the privacy 
of membership information.
Our organization is going to be in a transitional period while we 
implement the newsletter changes, I ask all for your input and 
your patience while we get things working smoothly.

An exciting new program the Board voted to implement is a 
Free One-Year Membership offer to riders between the ages of 
18 and 29.   Encouraging the next generation of riders to learn 
how to work legislatively and become rights’ activists has long 
been a challenge in our group.   The elimination of the 
newsletter expense makes it possible to offer this promotion 
beginning Jan 1, 2012, ending Sept 30, 2012.  Keep some 
membership tri-folds with you at all times and help us put the 
word out that this opportunity is available. Thank you Steve from 
Bent Mountain for the suggestion.
 
With Respect,
Sharon Keaton, culpepersharon@gmail.com

DirectorÕs Report! ! ! ! !         !! !   
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ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS

FREEWHEELIN PUBLICATION DISTRIBUTION CHANGES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY, 2012

Printing and mailing cost have increased to the extent that the bi-monthly newsletter will no longer go out to the 
membership at large via US Mail.  Beginning in 2012, the ÒFreewheelinÓ will be available for download, viewing, 
and printing at ABATEVA.org.

Members who would like to continue to receive a hardcopy in the mail, can do so by notifying Sharon Keaton at 
Culpepersharon@gmail.com, or calling Sharon at 540-937-3924.  Issues will be printed for promotional use and 
distribution to those who do not have computer access.  

This decision was difficult for the Board to reach, but ABATE of Virginia, Inc, is a business and realizes the 
importance of responsible spending practices.  This organizationÕs membership has decreased over the years to 
the extent that hard copy distribution of the ÒFreewheelinÓ is simply a luxury we can no longer afford.  The cost is 
roughly three quarters of each $20.00 paid membership.

One more edition will be mailed to all in December, 2011, after the November 15th Board of Directors meeting.  

Working to keep up with public communication methods, a renewed emphasis needs to be focused on our 
website.  Three web addresses lead computer users to our site Ð ABATEVA.org, ABATEVA.com, and 
ABATEofVA.com.  We are fortunate to have our enthusiastic webmistress Stevie on board; she created a fresh 
new site for us, puts up new posts all the time, and is continuing with her web administration education.

Each edition of the ÒFreewheelinÓ will still go to print for promotional use, and to send to those who prefer to 
receive hard copy.  The Board is sensitive to the members who have limited web access and printing 
capabilities.  Copies will be printed by member volunteers, (Donna Stephens and I, using AndyÕs company 
printer), and mailing will not be as expensive as bulk mailing has become.  

Faster communication methods have become common, our newsletter has not kept up.  By the time 
information is gathered for paste-up, the printing service takes a week before itÕs ready to mail Ð and bulk mail 
is slow to reach the members. Bulk mail is typically set aside until whenever the distribution centers and local 
offices can get them out.   This is not an acceptable communication practice in this face-paced world we now 
live in.  The goal is to smoothly  integrate these changes over time.
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BENT MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 

Chapter Director: Steve Machacek 
(540) 929-0044 
stevem@electronicprototypes.com 

Meetings are at 7pm on the 2nd Sat of the month at the Comfort 
Inn. Meeting address is 22006 Riverside Dr. Grundy VA 24614
Meetings will be held every month, 2nd Saturday, 3PM at Smiths 
Grocery & Hardware 8470 Floyd HWY N. Copper Hill, VA 24079

CULPEPER CHAPTER

Chapter Director:  Al Sarra
12320 Calvert St, Culpeper, VA  22701
540-229-2531
alvinsarra@yahoo.com

Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at Peppers Grill, 
791 Madison Rd., Rte 29 S, Culpeper, VA 22701   7:00 .p.m.

4th Thursday each month, rotating between Gary Thraikill’s 
house, 14164 Chesterfield Ln, Culpeper,and 
Al Sarra’s house
1320 Calvert St, (Rte 1007), Culpeper
Odd months (1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11) at Gary’s and even months at Al’s 
(2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12)

FIRST CAPITOL CHAPTER 

Chapter Director:  Gene Spare 
115 E Plantation Rd, Williamsburg, VA  23185   757-903-6541 
sparejames@gmail.com 
jespare@verizon.net 

COALFIELD CHAPTER

Chapter Director: Keith (Bowtie) Spurgeon
269 Royal Oak Rd, N Tazewell VA 24630
276 970 4391  Bowtiestrikes@yahoo.com

Meetings are at 7pm on the 2nd Sat of the month at the Comfort 
Inn. Meeting address is 22006 Riverside Dr. Grundy VA 24614

IRON HORSE CAVALRY

Chapter Director: Stan Bryant
556 Burr Oak Rd
Lynchburg, VA 24502
434-525-1074
ssdbryant@netsero.com

Meetings are every 1st Tuesday at 7pm at 
Big Lick Tropical Grill
4001 Murray Pl, Lynchburg, VA 24501 
(434) 528-3604

Christmas is rapidly approaching and our food drive is gaining 
momentum. thanks for all the donations , they will all be greatly 
appreciated.Our Chili cook-off team won the peoples choice 
award at Sedalia in October (congratulations for a job well 

done).I H C will be participating in the Bedford Christmas parade 
Dec.3rd and Wreaths across America Dec.10th.
We have a lot of great members with a lot of exciting ideas , and 
look forward to an event filled 2012.  Stan

LONESOME PINE CHAPTER

Chapter Director: Shag Meade 
2004 Roda Rd, Appalachia, VA  24216 
276-565-4541 
ShagEDawg@hotmail.com 
 
Meetings are every 1st Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
at Hawg Nutz, Norton, VA

MASON DIXON CHAPTER

Chapter Director: John “Alias” Reinhart
4336 Carmelo Dr, Apt 302
Annandale, VA  22307
703-851-2251
 
Meetings are every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 8 p.m. at John’s 
Place, 11104 Lee Hwy, Fairfax, VA 22030-5005

OLDE DOMINION CHAPTER

Chapter Director: Tank Fortner
2584 Glenglye Dr, Vienna, VA  22181 
703-309-7197   
KeviRF80@aol.com 

Meetings are every 1st Monday at 8pm at JV’s Restaurant, 6666 
Arlington Blvd., Falls Church, VA 

VIRGINIA CRUISERS CHAPTER

Chapter Director:  Pete Bulgart
757-870-1517
dales8th@verizon.net
Assistant Director: John Bilotta
abateregion3@yahoo.com

Meetings will be held for the remainder of the year at 1 PM on 
the 1st Sunday of each month at Mugzy’s Grill, 1312 E. 
Pembroke Avenue in Hampton.

Starting January 8, 2012, meetings will be held at 1 PM on the 
2nd Sunday of each month at the White Oak Lodge, 3533 
Kecoughtan Road in Hampton.  

Chapter News              ! ! ! ! ! ! !              ! !   
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NCOM (National Coalition of Motorcyclists) Region 7 
Representative Position Available
 
Region 7 is PA, DE, DC, NJ, MD, WV, and VA
 
Representatives travel to conferences and keep state MRO’s 
informed on national issues
NCOM is sponsored by the Richard Lester Law offices and is 
also AIM (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists).  
This attorney-led national organization works closely with 
COC’s (Coalition of Clubs) in many states
Only motorcycle clubs can belong to a state COC, while NCOM 
is open to all motorcyclists interested in protecting our right to 
ride
http://www.ralphbuss.com/national_coalition_of_motorc.htm
is a site with the best description of NCOM and what they do
 
Each Region has two representatives.  Shag has been a 
Region 7 representative for a great number of years but needs 
to step down at this time.  We would like to consider an ABATE 
VA member for his replacement.  Please contact Shag Meade at 
(276) 565-4541 or email ShageDawg@comcast.net, or Sharon 
Keaton, 540-937-3924, culpepersharon@gmail.com if you 
would like to learn more about this opportunity.

American Motorcyclists Association 
Master bike restorers, collectors display two-wheeled art at 
Motorcycle Hall of Fame Dave Mungenast Memorial 
Concours d'Elegance

Contact: James Holter
Phone: (614) 856-1900, ext. 1280
E-mail: jholter@ama-cycle.org 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. -- Classic, historic and gorgeous motorcycles 
were on full display at the Las Vegas' Red Rock Casino, Resort 
and Spa Saturday, Nov. 19, when more than 100 bikes took 
center stage at the 2011 Motorcycle Hall of Fame Dave 
Mungenast Memorial Concours d'Elegance. 

The event, organized by the American Motorcycle Heritage 
Foundation (AMHF), which raises funds for the Motorcycle Hall 
of Fame, welcomed some of the country's most stunning 
restored and original motorcycles from nearly all eras and 
disciplines. The juried show recognized the most outstanding 
motorcycles in a number of categories. 

"The support that this show is receiving is growing every year, 
and we're pleased to recognize so many wonderful motorcycles 
today," said Tom White, AMHF board member and emcee. "The 
setting here in Las Vegas, held in concert with the Motorcycle 
Hall of Fame's annual induction ceremony, really makes this 
show special." 

Winning the Jim Davis Best in Show Award was Bob Mitchell, 
whose black and chrome 1947 Indian Chief amazed the crowd 
and judges with its attention to detail and the craftsmanship 
evident in the restoration. 

Mitchell, who also attended the 2010 Motorcycle Hall of Fame 
Concours d'Elegance, said he was impressed by the show. 

"You get really top quality bikes at this show," Mitchell said. "The 
people who are showing the bikes here are the ones that take 

bike restoration seriously, and it's just a very nice group of 
people, too. I will definitely be back next year -- probably with a 
surprise or two." 

The 2011 Motorcycle Hall of Fame Dave Mungenast Memorial 
Concours d'Elegance was sponsored by Allied Federal, Moto 
Armory, Meguiar's, Auctions America, AmPro Racing, Bob 
Andersohn of St. Louis, The Early Years of Motocross Museum, 
S&S Cycle, SuperTrapp, Mike Howarth and The Owen 
Collection

To see a list of other winners visit motorcyclemuseum.com

 

Recipient of the Jim Davis Best in Show Award: Bob Mitchell 
with his black and chrome 1947 Indian Chief

Type to enter text
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BOD Minutes ! !              ! !                                                                                                                            

ABATE OF VIRGINIA, INC.  
BOD MEETING MINUTES

NOVEMBER 20, 2011
BIG LICKS TROPICAL GRILL, 

LYNCHBURG, VA

The November meeting was called to 
order by Executive Director Sharon 
Keaton with the following members 
present and chapters represented: 
Sharon Keaton and Stevie- Culpeper; 
Jeff Martin Jr., Jimmy Thompson, Mark 
Booth, Tony Tronco, Jeff Martin, 
Stanley Bryant, Cheryl Ward, Wayne 
Ward and Ken “Donut” Dunaway- Iron 
Horse Cavalry; “Shag”- Lonesome 
Pine; Joe Wagner(Financial Dir.)-
Mason-Dixon; GW Peterson-Old 
Dominion; Steve Skeens- River City; 
Lisa Bilotta and John Bilotta 
(Operations Mgr.)-Virginia Cruisers.
Opening ceremonies were conducted 
including establishing a quorum and 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  Lisa 
acting as proxy for First Capitol 
Chapter, Bent Mountain & Coalfield 
Chapters not represented.
A motion was made to accept the 
minutes from the last meeting with no 
corrections.  The motion was 
seconded and approved.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Joe gave a report of fees paid for 
newsletter printing, annual 
incorporation fee, post office box, bulk 
mailing and website hosting.  He also 
noted that he will be working on 
another calendar to track upcoming 
bills to be paid.  Shag asked if there is 
a long term plan for the lifetime 
membership account, which is still 
being held apart from the regular 
memberships.  Sharon stated there is 
no specific plan for that now.  GW 
asked why some chapters were 
sustaining members of the MRF, in 
addition to the ABATE of VA sustaining 
membership.  Personal choice was 
given as reason.
Sharon brought up the $250 donation 
to VCOM for Lobby Day 2012 and 
asked for a vote.  There was one 
opposed to making the donation, 
motion passed.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Sharon and GW brought up some 
ideas about Michigan’s helmet law 
reform bill to be considered in 
Virginia’s reform effort.  Michigan’s 
senate bill includes a study to 
determine change in head injuries as 

compared to other injuries and 
provisions for insurance, experience or 
rider education, and age.  Discussion 
followed about the recent election and 
how the make-up of the General 
Assembly may have changed.  GW 
said he would like to have an attorney 
assist with the bill and ensure the 
wording is right.   Sharon would like to 
shore up the language of the bill, 
discuss support for the bill with VCOM 
and find a patron within the next 4 
weeks.  Bill Janis gave up his seat to 
run for Henrico County Commonwealth 
Attorney and lost the election.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Joe handed out membership lists for 
each chapter.  Sharon said that Steve 
at Bent Mountain suggested a free 
one-year membership to riders 29 and 
younger.  Sharon made a motion to 
offer free memberships between 
January and September of 2012 for 
eligible riders under 30, the motion 
was seconded and approved.  Thank 
you Steve.

NEWSLETTER REVIEW
Since the hardcopy newsletters won’t 
be mailed after the next issue, a 
suggestion was made to send 
reminders about membership 
renewals, through e-mail or postcards.  
A limited number of newsletters will still  
be printed and mailed, with expenses 
being only paper, ink and postage.  
Putting together an email address 
database will be attempted, to notify 
members when newsletter has been 
posted to the website.  Beth has 
signed up another bike shop to 
advertise in the newsletter.

WEBSITE
Chop and Stevie have discussed 
advertising options for paid advertisers 
and those offering 10% discounts.  
Chop said he knows of some business 
owners who would probably be 
interested in advertising on the 
website.  Sharon suggested 3, 6 or 12 
month ad terms to avoid dealing with 
monthly billing.  Chop will be 
responsible for tracking all advertisers 
contact info and paid dates.
Joe reminded Sharon that Mike set up 
e-mail addresses for officers on the old 
website and she has over 600 e-mails. 
(Sharon has since accessed, hit hard 
by spam mail)

PRODUCTS

Order of 300 can cozies has arrived, 
Lisa said the supplier will be refunding 
a $45 setup fee.  Sharon received 
price quotes for T-shirts, will place 
order for 6 XXL and 6 XXXL T-shirts. 
Will request quote for long sleeve, 
black ink on white shirts and other 
designs.

NCOM
“Shag” attended the NCOM 
conference in Memphis, TN, and 
reported the Coalition of Clubs in the 
state of Washington successfully 
passed an anti-profiling law.  He also 
noted Simon Glick of Boston recorded 
an encounter with a law enforcement 
officer and was taken to court for it.  
The case was dismissed and he in turn 
sued Boston for violating his 1st and 4th 
Amendments.  
The Mongols won their trademark 
lawsuit; however, now the government 
has the chance to appeal the decision.  
A “Right to Ride” patch was discussed 
to offer ABATE members who attend 
our Motorcycle Lobby Day.  Sharon will 
check on prices of some different 
styles and designs.  
Shag passed out postcards provided 
by CMT/ABATE of TN for motorcyclists 
to add up the expenses of vacation 
trips through Tennessee and mail it to 
the CMT (Concerned Motorcyclists of 
Tennessee).  The purpose is to 
present evidence of tourism income 
lost due to the state’s mandatory 
helmet law.
The next NCOM conference will be in 
May, 2012, Indianapolis, IN.  Shag 
would like to step down as our NCOM 
Rep, noted that Bill Foley is the other 
Region 7 Rep.  Sharon will put the 
word out seeking replacement, trying 
to keep it in Virginia!

AMA/MRF
Shag noted that the AMA and MRF 
websites are full of good information.

OPEN FLOOR
Newsletter deadline has been 
extended two days, until Friday the 
25th, due to Thanksgiving.  
Steve Skeens handed out some ball 
point pens provided by the River City 
Chapter leftover from a previous Lobby 
Day.  
Congratulations to Iron Horse Cavalry 
for winning the “People’s Choice” 
award at the Big Island chili cook-off 
recently.  Chapter members were 
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BOD minutes cont...___________________________________________________________
able to talk to a lot of people about ABATE at the event, great 
PR op in the cold paid off with an invite to participate in the 
Bedford Christmas parade Dec 3rd.
First Capitol Chapter held their 21st Annual Vets Run to 
Hampton VA medical center with a great turnout of 1st Cap 
members pitchin’ in, headed up by Gene & Mandy Spare with 
their family team of helpers, Jack & Betty Spare, Kenny, Mike 
Peterson, Bryan Reilly, (more 1st Cap, too), joined by Pete 
Bulgart, John & Lisa Bilotta, Karen Rannings, Andy, Sharon, & 
Caleb Keaton, Gary Thrailkill, and Matt Danielson and his 
daughters, too.  
Joe reported a joint effort by the Mason-Dixon Chapter and 
Tradesmen M/C raised about $4,600 at a ‘Toys for Tots’ event 
in Northern Virginia recently.
Stan with IHCC reminded all about the Wreaths Across 
America program to be held nationwide December 10th.   
IHCC participated last year and will again this year in 
Lynchburg.  
Shag handed out a few copies of a DVD with footage from the 
NCOM conference.

Motion made to adjourn, seconded and approved.
The next Board of Directors meeting is to be held on Sunday, 
January 16, 2012, in Richmond, VA. 
 
Minutes taken by John Bilotta, Operations Manager

Grover Greybeard

This month’s column was 
going to remind 
motorcyclists to ride smart 
and save their lives, to 
watch out for others and to 
not put themselves 
somewhere they don’t want 
to be.
Instead, it will be a short 
note about someone who 
influenced my riding (and writing).
More than a few years ago, during a visit to San Diego, I had 
the opportunity to meet with some folks from ABATE of 
California, Local 6.  Fran and John Del Santo and Nancy 
Nemecek agreed to take some time from their busy schedules 
to meet and discuss motorcycling in general and ABATE in 
particular.
 Past Vice President, President, Legislative Officer and Safety 
Officer of Local 6, John talked about and would write about the 
things that matter… bikes, the people who ride them and ways 
to ride our rides just a little bit safer.
He probably didn’t think that our first meeting and a 
subsequent meeting with ABATE Local 6 out in the middle of a 
park would have that much of an influence, but it did.
I’m sorry to say that John won’t be sending out any more 
safety items or Local 6 updates.
John Del Santo passed away November 19th after a short time 
in the hospital due to multiple health related problems.
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     In the Headlight:     Tidewater Motorcycles, Inc.                                                                    

There is a big part of motorcycling inside a small block 
building in Suffolk.  One might ride right past the 
building at 4324 Godwin Blvd were it not for a dirt bike 
at the edge of the roadway.  Like a beacon, the bike 
attracts motorcycling moths to the flame that is 
Tidewater Motorcycles.  This one is a replacement, 
donated by Bill and Karen Rannings of Rannings 
Racing after the original pink bike out there was stolen.  
(Karen is a member of the First Capitol Chapter of 
ABATE).
Tidewater Motorcycles, Inc. is a convenient stop for 
those riding north and south between Suffolk and Surry, 
Smithfield or the James River Bridge.  It is also a short 
way off the beaten path for those eastbound and 
westbound riders on Route 58.  It is worth it to stop, 
stretch one’s legs and visit for a while at the shop, even 
if one has no need for parts, accessories or service.
They have a good supply of helmets, apparel and 
parts.  Any part not already in the building can be 
ordered from their small library of stock and custom 
catalogs.  Service can’t be ordered from a catalog, but 
can be obtained by calling 757-255-4200 or email to 
Staff@TidewaterMotorcycles.net.

Co-owners Pam and Brian Mathis have been running 
Tidewater Motorcycles for about six years and are known 
for their regularly scheduled Saturday morning rides, chili 
dog socials on Tuesdays, and now a ”Birthday Social” on 
the last Tuesday of the month for those folks with a 
birthday during that month.
Brian got an early start in motorcycling due to his father’s 
involvement in biking. Once Brian met Pam, he got her 
interested in riding.  Not one to sit back and let Brian have 
all the fun, Pam is also a licensed rider.  Brian is quick to 
point out that Pam is the driving force behind their success.  
 Brian, Pam and the rest of the staff actively support 
numerous motorcycle clubs and other bike organizations 
with items donated for fundraisers, the March of Dimes 
Ride for Babies, Suffolk Crime Line and the Richmond Ride 
the Raceway.  They have opened the shop as a stop to 
support benefit rides and sometimes haul their stuff out to 
set it up for a day or two at a remote location such as the 
Suffolk Peanut Fest or the Sherri Parker Memorial Poker 
Run & Bike Show during Driver Days.
Whether you’re a local or just visiting the Tidewater area, 
keep an eye open for the little dirt bike on the side of the 
road and stop in at Tidewater Motorcycles.

mailto:Staff@TidewaterMotorcycles.net
mailto:Staff@TidewaterMotorcycles.net
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 NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
 
COURT ALLOWS RAID ON RIDER ED FUNDS
The Illinois Supreme Court may have opened the door for 
states to reallocate hundreds of millions of dollars from 
dedicated funding to balance their budgets.
 
In a recent 6-to-1 decision, the state’s high court upheld a 
prior circuit court ruling that backed the governor and 
Legislature's ability to take money from hundreds of special 
state funds to offset budgetary deficits, a practice commonly 
referred to as “sweeping”.
 
Motorcycle riders sued former Gov. Rod Blagojevich after he 
swept $1.2 million from the Cycle Riders Safety Training 
Fund (CRSTF) to pay general state bills after a 2004 law 
passed by lawmakers allowed him to do so. A portion of the 
fee for an Illinois motorcycle license goes into the CRSTF, 
which ABATE of Illinois argued was only to be spent on 
motorcycle safety education.
 
"Clearly, the fee charged by the state for motorcycle 
registration and licensing is state revenue, and therefore the 
portion of this state revenue which the General Assembly 
has allocated to the CRSTF is also public money," wrote 
Justice Anne Burke in the majority opinion. Burke rejected 
the ABATE lawyers’ argument that the special fund was 
tantamount to a special trust fund.
 
The state Supreme Court concluded that the legislature 
cannot create an irrevocable trust with public money 
because this would place an unconstitutional restraint upon 
the legislature’s plenary power.
 
Sweeping special funds was a controversial way to deal with 
budget deficits during the Blagojevich administration, and 
although the court’s ruling opens the door to more such 
sweeps, current Illinois Governor Pat Quinn opposes fund 
sweeps and has worked to end the practice.
 
MICHIGAN REQUESTS YOUR SUPPORT FOR HELMET 
FREEDOM
Michigan may be on the verge of repealing their mandatory 
helmet law as Senate Bill 291 appears destined for the 
governor’s desk, and ABATE of Michigan has issued a “Call 
to Action” requesting the help of all motorcyclists in their 
freedom of choice efforts.
 
SB291 passed the Michigan Senate 24-14 in late June, and 
is now back for a “concurrence vote” after passing the 
House 69-39 on Nov 2nd, so a favorable vote will put 
ABATE’s hopes in the hands of Governor Rick Snyder who 
has not indicated whether he will sign or veto the 
measure.  Two previous repeal bills were vetoed by then-
Gov. Jennifer Granholm.
 
“Governor Snyder prides himself on being all about business 
and helping business,” said Vince Consiglio, President of 
ABATE of MI, adding; “A letter from a ‘FREE’ State may help 

him realize Michigan loses motorcycle money every day of 
the summer with a mandatory helmet law.” 
 
Under the bill, motorcyclists 21 and older would have the 
option of riding helmet-free if they have two years of 
experience or have taken a safety course, and if they buy at 
least $20,000 in medical insurance.
 
“Please urge Governor Snyder to support adult choice,” 
requests Consiglio on behalf of ABATE, by contacting 
Governor Rick Snyder, State Capital, P.O. Box 30013, 
Lansing, MI 48909 or call (517) 373-3400 or e-
mail Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov.
 
BIKERS RALLY TO RESCIND UN-FAIR POLICY
“The State Fair of Louisiana, for a minute, mind you, 
adopted a discriminatory position toward bikers by posting 
signs that would not allow them to attend the fair in their 
traditional biker gear, some of which is protective gear,” said 
Mary Baker in an article in the Examiner newspaper, adding 
that “…bikers everywhere contribute to charity in a way that 
not many other segments of the population do… And, they 
definitely make an impact on the local community, spending 
hundreds of thousands of dollars at local establishments 
including restaurants, theaters, bars, parks, and small 
businesses.  That is why it is disheartening to hear of 
discrimination based solely on appearance.”
 
Upon being alerted of the fair’s new anti-biker policy, 
Facebook exploded with messages like this: "ALERT/INFO: 
The State Fair of La. has adopted the policy: NO 
COLORS… Signs are now being posted at all gates. NO 
BIKER COLORS of ANY KIND. Please pass this on to ALL 
BIKER friends and family. MC's are being Discriminated 
against. To Complain:::: Call State Fair of La. Let Your 
VOICES be heard.... Repost!!! Don't support the fair..."
 
You can imagine that bikers, their friends and family were 
livid.  They began to complain about the discrimination with 
phone calls to the Director of the State Fair, and his 
offices.  The result: Before the end of the day, this message 
by the representative for Independent Riders, Northwest 
Louisiana, was posted on Facebook: 

"UPDATE...UPDATE...UPDATE... WE HAVE WON !!!!! Just 
received a call... And the State Fair of Louisiana has now 
changed their policy. THE SIGNS HAVE BEEN REMOVED 
AND ALL BIKERS ARE WELCOME AT THE FAIR !!!!!! 
Never, never, NEVER underestimate the power of a close 
knit FAMILY !!! Thanks to all who made calls and helped !!!"
 
Louisiana State COIR (Coalition Of Independent Riders) 
Commander Lionel “Nite Train” Bailey reported that the US 
Defenders and COIR conducted a phone campaign and not 
only have the Louisiana State Fair officials rescinded their 
No Colors policy, but even offered to organize a Bike Night 
to a Blue Oyster Cult concert.

mailto:Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov
mailto:Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov
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LAWMAKERS OVERRIDE GOVERNOR’S VETO OF RED 
LIGHT BILL
The Illinois House voted 94-21 and the Senate voted 45-6 to 
override Gov. Pat Quinn’s veto of the “Dead Red” bill supported 
by ABATE of Illinois that would allow motorcyclists to proceed 
through malfunctioning red lights.
 
As written, House Bill 2860 sponsored by Senator Gary Forby 
(D-Benton) and Representative Daniel Beiser (D-Alton), 
specifies that a motorcyclist would be permitted to legally run a 
red light "after a reasonable period of time," but Quinn vetoed 
the legislation with the request that a two minute wait time be 
amended to it.
 
The law will now go into effect on January 1, 2012, and 
according to Sen. Forby; “A measure I sponsored (HB 2860) 
will now become law after I was successful in overriding the 
governor’s amendatory veto. The bill allows motorcyclists to go 
through a red light if it fails to change to green because the 
switch hasn’t been tripped, or didn’t recognize the motorcycle. 
To alleviate a few of the concerns some of my colleagues 
raised, I introduced a "trailer bill" that requires motorcyclists to 
wait 120 seconds before proceeding through the red light. For 
those of us who have been stuck at a light without it ever 
changing to green, we know how reasonable this legislation is. 
This situation happens more than many people think and is a 
growing concern for bikers at outdated intersections. In fact, 
360 rear end collisions occurred with motorcycles that were 
slowed or stopped in traffic in 2010. If bikers are trapped at a 
light, this bill gives them an opportunity to safely proceed 
through that signal, because otherwise they don't really have 
much of a choice. 11 other states already have laws like this in 
place, none of which have tried to rescind it.”
 
INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SAFETY REPORTS 
RELEASED 
Headlight configurations that make motorcycles more 
noticeable, why drivers fail to give way to motorcycles at T-
intersections, and how mirror use influences car-motorcycle 
conflicts are among the topics researched and reported on in 
the new January issue of Accident Analysis & Prevention 
(AA&P), a journal primarily focused on causes and impacts of 
transportation accidents.
 
The themed AA&P edition is titled "Safety and Mobility of 
Vulnerable Road Users: Pedestrians, Bicyclists, and 
Motorcyclists" and consists of a selection of papers presented 
at an international conference organized by Israel's National 
Road Safety Authority.
 
In a report entitled "Recognizability of different configurations 
of front lights on motorcycles," the researchers say that 
"Results of a laboratory experiment have shown that 
motorcycles with a T-shaped light configuration are more 
quickly identified, particularly when the motorcycles are in 
visual competition with other motorized road users."
 
In "Why do car drivers fail to give way to motorcycles at t-
junctions?," researchers studied differences between novice 
drivers, experienced drivers, and "dual drivers," i.e., drivers 
who also ride motorcycles. They found that dual drivers were 
better at recognizing motorcycles than either of the other two 

groups. While the results are inconclusive, the researchers 
state that "We argue that this is potential evidence for an 
oculomotor basis for Look But Fail To See errors."
 
The report "Attention and search conspicuity of motorcycles as 
a function of their visual context" says that multi-colored, 
reflective, and white rider outfits consistently made the riders 
more noticeable than a black outfit.
 
Cars changing lanes without recognizing that a motorcycle is in 
that lane is a common experience for motorcyclists, and that 
topic is addressed in "Attending overtaking cars and 
motorcycles through the mirrors before changing lanes." Not 
surprisingly, the researchers found that "Risky maneuvers were 
less likely to occur in those cases where more time was spent 
gazing at the mirrors."
 
Other reports in this issue address other motorcycle-related 
issues, and can be accessed on a for-pay basis, but abstracts 
of the reports are available on the journal's website 
at www.journals.elsevier.com. 
 
MOTORCYCLISTS BEWARE: STATES WITH THE WORST 
DRIVERS
You might believe that your state has the worst drivers in the 
country, but a newly released report from 
Carinsurancecomparison.com ranked states according to their 
safety record to determine where the bad drivers live.
 
Five factors were considered when determining the rankings; 
fatalities per million miles traveled, drunken driving, the number 
of tickets issued, failure to obey traffic signals and 
carelessness, utilizing data compiled from the National 
Highway and Transportation Safety Administration (driving 
fatalities), the National Motorist's Association (traffic tickets), 
and MADD (drunk drivers).
 
Here is their list of the 10 states with the worst drivers:
#10) South Carolina - Ranked 48th for fatalities and 45th for 
obeying road signs.
#9) Alabama - 46th for tickets. 42nd for fatalities. 41st for 
obeying road signs.
#8) Montana - Highest ticket rate in the country. Also ranked 
40th for carelessness.
#7) Kentucky - 42nd for carelessness and 48th for drunk 
driving.
#6) Arizona - Arizona ranked poorly across the board.
#5) Oklahoma - Lots of DUIs, fatal accidents, and traffic tickets.
#4) Florida – Not as many drunk drivers... But Florida has more 
tickets than any other state.
#3) Texas - Texas ranked pretty poor in all categories.
#2) Missouri - Ranked in the bottom 10 for carelessness and 
DUIs.
#1) Louisiana - In the bottom 10 in all categories except failure 
to obey signs.

The safest driving state was Rhode Island, followed by 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Virginia, and New Hampshire.

NCOM cont.                               !                                                                            ! !   
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WEIRD NEWS: SPAIN FINES OVER HELMETLESS TOM 
HANKS POSTER
The Spanish distributor for the movie “Larry Crowne” was 
fined for a poster showing stars Tom Hanks and Julia 
Roberts riding a motorcycle without a helmet.
 
Tripictures was given a traffic fine of 30,000 euros ($41,500) 
for using the film’s U.S. poster to promote the movie’s 
overseas premiere because the government claimed it 
promoted reckless driving.
 
The distributor initially thought the ticket was a joke, but in 
1985 Spain instituted a law that banned advertisements from 
promoting reckless driving. Fines are also given to celebrities 
if they promote the image of poor driving. One example came 
last year, when singer Shakira drove through Barcelona on a 
motorcycle without a helmet in one of her music videos.
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “In a time of universal deceit, telling the 
truth is a revolutionary act."
~ George Orwell (1903-1950) author of “1984”

NCOM cont.                               !                                                                            ! !   
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VA MOTORCYCLE LOBBY DAY 2012
The Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists and Tom McGrath's 
Motorcycle Law group invite all interested motorcyclists to 
attend this year's Motorcycle Lobby Day .  This year it will be 
held on Monday January 16, 2012 .  This is a holiday, so 
many people are off.  That morning, VCOM lobbyists, as well 
as members of other state motorcycle rights organizations, 
independent motorcyclists and any other interested people 
will go to the Virginia General Assembly to discuss upcoming 
legislation that affects motorcyclists in Virginia with their 
Delegates and Senators. 

On Sunday January 15, from 12:00 p.m.  until we get 
through, Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists lobbyists will lead 
an informational meeting at The Holiday  Inn Airport  at 445 
International Center Dr. Sandston,  VA 23150 to discuss this 
year's legislation affecting motorcyclists. We will also discuss 
how to talk to your legislators about these issues in case you 
have never done that.  Later that evening, attendees will 
enjoy a free homemade BBQ dinner made by Stewart 
Newton and provided by several Virginia motorcycle rights 
organizations including ABATE of Virginia and the Virginia 
Bikers Association.
On Monday the 16 th, we leave the Holiday Inn at 8:00 a.m. 
sharp for our annual trip to the Capitol. After lobbying our 
legislators, we will attend the opening of the House of 
Delegates daily session and be recognized from the 
floor.  Afterwards, Tom McGrath's Motorcycle Law Group 
takes everyone to Penny Lane Pub for lunch as a thank you 
for coming to support Virginia Motorcyclists. 

This year we are expecting numerous bills of interest 
to Virginia motorcyclists.  We already know that we will have 
a bill to prohibit Motorcycle Only Checkpoints 
in Virginia.  Delegate Todd Gilbert has agreed to be the 
patron for that bill and has sent our draft to Legislative 
Services for finalization.  It was unanimously agreed upon at 
this year's legislative round table that this bill was our number 
one priority this year.  If passed, it will put an end to the 
discriminatory practice of targeting motorcyclists with 
checkpoints which have to date yielded very little for those 
that have conducted them. 

We are also still looking at a bill to abolish Virginia's 
prohibition against two motorcycles riding abreast of each 
other.  As many of you know it is considered reckless driving 
for two motorcyclists to ride next to each other in Virginia.  In 
48 other states, it is completely legal.  Despite the fact that 
there is no data to show that two motorcyclists riding abreast 
are more likely to be in an accident, and further given the fact 
that Virginia recently passed legislation to allow on-duty law 
enforcement officers to do so, it still remains a jail-able 
offense for the general motorcycling community 
in Virginia.  We had been unable to seriously speak with 
potential patrons until the elections concluded.  Jim Cannon 
and I have an appointment to meet with a member of the 
House of Delegates who has expressed interest in carrying 
this bill for us.  I will keep you informed as talks progress.

 As always, there will be numerous bills submitted at the last 
minute which will negatively affect motorcycling.  As these 
bills are filed, we will be able to identify them and discuss 
them at lobby day so that we can convince the legislators why 
they are bad bills.  Those who have participated in Lobby Day 
in the past remember the bill that we killed that would have 

required proof of insurance before one person could sell 
another person a motorcycle, even if the person buying the 
motorcycle had no intention of putting the bike on the 
road.  We killed that one with the help of all of those who 
participated in Lobby Day.  Last year we defeated a bill that 
would have prohibited children under eight from riding on a 
motorcycle as a passenger. 

I encourage everyone who can to join us.  It is a lot of fun, it is 
educational, and most importantly it shows the legislators that 
motorcyclists are a significant and active section of the 
electorate. 

For more information you can call VCOM at  (800) 
437-9434.  For Room Reservations call  (804) 236-1111 and 
ask for the VCOM rate.  Check out 
Motorcyclelawgroup.com
Matt Danielson, McGrath & Danielson
Tom McGrath's Motorcycle Law Group
1-800-321-8968
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ABATE
Bent Mountain
Chapter

Meeting are held at Smiths Grocery & 
Hardware, every second Saturday at 3PM.

8470 Floyd Hwy N. 
Copper Hill, VA 24079

Your right to choose:
What to wear¥ 
What to ride¥ 
Where to ride¥ 

Chapter Director
 Steve (540) 929-0044 
Chapter Secretary
 Doug
Chapter Treasure 
 Open

Advertise here

Participate in the forming of the new
Bent Mountain Chapter of ABATE

Discuss rider education, training and charity.

All riders welcome (all bikes)¥ 

Monthly guests for rider training and education¥ 

Charity ride planning¥ 

Supporting local merchants ¥ 

Learn about new legislation that effect your sport, hobby and transportation¥ 

0001 8-5-11
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ABATE of Virginia, Inc Website and Newsletter Advertising Agreement

TO: All Motorcycle Enthusiasts and Enterprising Business Managers!

This is the time to get in on a great promotional opportunity!  Sign up now for an annual, bi-annual, or quarterly website ad, 
including newsletter space, and save money with our current low rates! 

You can get on board now at an affordable start up rate:

Quarterly  only $75.00, see ad success on each hit report!

Bi-Annual for the great price of $125.00, renew every 6 months!

Yearly  at the best rate any where $225.00 covers an entire year!
 
Terms of agreement:  For this value price, ABATE of VA, Inc, offers a prominent homepage icon with your logo and a link to your companyÕs 
website, or an informational page about your business.  We will send you a site hit report quarterly that shows your ad is getting maximum 
exposure!

At ABATEVA.org, ABATEofVA.org, and ABATEVA.com, we guarantee a steady flow of area motorcycle enthusiastÕs online traffic.  Our site is 
updated on a regular basis with motorcycling news, events, legislative alerts, safety & training information, classifieds, and riding photos. 

Contact ABATE of Virginia Advertising Manager Ð CHOP, Mark Booth, MCBChopper@gmail.com and get your business online with 
us now.  You can also fill in the below form and mail to:
Mark Booth, 5144 Thomas Jefferson Rd, Forest, VA 24551,   Ph: 434-907-8671

_________________________________ ___________________________________
Business Name     Contact Name

________________________________           __________________________________ 
Street Name & Number    City, State, Zip code

__________________________________ ___________________________________
Telephone Number    Email address

___ 12 month promotion  ___ 6 months  ___ 3 month trial

Payment enclosed in the amount of:  ______________ Agreement Date _______________

*Your business can qualify for a free business card-size newsletter advertisement by offering a 10% discount to ABATE of Virginia 
members!   Mail or Email your company business card or information and you will be added to our ÒABATE VA SupportersÓ link on 
our website, as well as space in our ÒFreewheelinÓ bi-monthly publication!

mailto:MCBChopper@gmail.com
mailto:MCBChopper@gmail.com
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ABATE of Virginia Newsletter
P.O. Box 426, Oakton, VA 22124

ADDRESS SERVICES REQUESTED

ÒEducate and inform the whole mass of the people... 

They are the only sure reliance for the preservation of our liberty.Ó

Thomas Jefferson 

     JOIN ABATE OF VIRGINIA TODAY!

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS! !!!FREE ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY! !!
SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS

PRSRT STD

US POSTAGE

PAID 

OAKTON VA

PERMIT 72


